
Room 12, Ms. Boyesen September 24, 2018

Reading Groups 
Everyone was excited to have reading groups start last 
week. As most of you know, we’re so fortunate in 
Cardiff to have an extensive reading support team that 
works with small groups of kids to give them just what 
they need in the area of reading. Reading Groups meet 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays and it’s arguably 
the most valuable, important, growth-inspiring 30 
minute session of the week. 

Self-Portraits 
After learning to sketch facial features, kids set out to 
independently mix their skin, hair, eye, and background 
colors. Every single child was highly successful and 
many of the colors are really striking! I’m proud of this 
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Dates At-a-Glance 

9/26 Scholastic Book Orders  
   Due this Wednesday—            
         thank you! 

9/28 Sept. Awards Assembly   
   + Mix-Match Spirit Day 

10/4   Picture make-up day 

Spelling City 

Don’t forget: you can 
have your child play 
games on 
spellingcity.com to help 
learn their weekly words. 

Homeplay 

Math Book: Week 3 

Math Game: Doubles 
Cover Up 

Spelling Words Week 3 

Inspirations 

It may be that our cosmic 
curiosity...is a genetically-
encoded force that we 
illuminate when we look up 
and wonder. ~N. dG Tyson
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class for being so ready and willing to learn, for trying 
‘hard stuff,’ and I just can’t wait to get the portraits 
hanging up so we can admire their creativity. 

Along with the portraits, students have also been 
honing their creative writing skills by trying on a little 
“I Am an Artist” poem to go with their paintings. This is 
also an opportunity for me to learn more about them as 
they make writerly choices of what to include in the 
poems. As soon as everyone’s writing has been revised 
and all the art mounted, our 23 masterpieces will be on 
display in Room 12 for your viewing pleasure.

Narrative Writing 
This year the district is focusing their fall and spring 
writing assessments on the narrative genre. All second 
grade classes read a wonderfully whimsical and wordless 
picture book about a child who walks through the 
woods with a flashlight. (For a lovely “tour” of the 
book, go to You Tube and search FLASHLIGHT By 
Lizi Boyd - Animated Trailer—it’s so sweet.) After reading 
and discussing the book, we talked about times we’ve 
used a flashlight, why, and how it helped. The writing 
the kids produced will be the fall sample, which will 
then be compared to the same prompt in the spring. 
They all did a really great job and worked so hard!

This week we’ll have some fun with an art project to 
emulate Lizi Boyd’s whimsical cartoon-style on black 
paper. Each child will create a forest scene at night and 
include a flashlight. Ask your child what he/she is 
creating.

Here’s to an adventurous week ahead!  ~ Ms. Boyesen
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Books We Read Last 
Week: 

Ask what surprised or 
inspired your child in 
reading these books: 

• Flashlight by Lizi Boyd 

• The Dark by Lemony 
Snicket  

• The Most Magnificent 
Thing by Ashley Spires 

• What Do You Do With An 
Idea? by Kobi Yamada 

Upcoming Birthdays 

• Nate 10/2 

• Bodhi 10/17 

• Stella 10/27 

• Isabelle 10/30 

Word this Week: 

• disgruntled  
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